What Is Claimed Is: 



1. An information extraction system, comprising: 
an input unit that inputs a text; 

a viewpoint and description extraction rule storage that 
stores a viewpoint and description extraction rule for 
specifying the pairs of a viewpoint and a description for an 
expression in the text; 

a viewpoint and description extraction unit that 
extracts the corresponding pairs of the viewpoint and its 
description of the expression using the viewpoint and 
description extraction rules that based on syntactic and/or 
semantic attributes and extract them as the element metadata 
to which identification information is added; and 

a metadata storage that stores element metadata 
extracted by the viewpoint and description extraction unit . 

2. The information extraction system according to Claim 

1. 

wherein said syntactic attribute includes the character 
string notation and/or the classification of a part of speech. 

3. The information extraction system according to Claim 

1, 

wherein the semantic attribute includes semantic 
classification . 

4- The information extraction system according to Claim 

1/ 

wherein the viewpoint and description extraction unit 
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extracts the corresponding pair of the viewpoint and its 
description of the expression using the viewpoint and 
description as the element metadata to which identification 
information is added , 

5 . The information extraction system according to Claim 
1, further comprising: 

an attribute addition unit that adds the semantic 
attribute including the semantic classification for character 
strings in a text using the semantic attribute addition rules 
and outputs the text added the semantic attributes. 

6. The information extraction system according to Claim 

wherein the viewpoint and description extraction unit 
extracts the corresponding pair of the viewpoint and its 
description using a semantic attribute of the description for 
the viewpoint when no viewpoint is explicitly expressed in a 
text and only the description is expressed. 

7. The information extraction system according to Claim 
1, further comprising: 

a metadata comparison unit that compares and estimates 
the respective relationships between the viewpoints and 
between the descriptions of element metadata extracted by the 
viewpoint and description extraction unit; and 

a metadata integration unit that integrates related 
element metadata based upon the estimated relevance and outputs 
integrated metadata. 

8. The information extraction system according to Claim 
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6, 

wherein the metadata comparison unit compares respective 
relationships between the viewpoints and between the 
descriptions of element metadata extracted by the viewpoint 
and description extraction unit using at least the semantic 
attributes of the character strings comprising the viewpoint 
and or description, 

9, The information extraction system according to Claim 
7 , further compr i s ing : 

a topical thing estimation unit that estimates a topical 
thing in element metadata extracted by the viewpoint and 
description extraction unit using a topical thing estimation 
rule for estimating a topical thing, 

wherein the metadata storage also relates and stores the 
topical thing estimated by the topical thing estimated by the 
topical thing estimation unit together with the corresponding 
element metadata. 

10 - The information extraction system according to Claim 

9, 

wherein the topical thing estimation unit estimates a 
topical thing of an element metadata based upon a viewpoints, 
descriptions, and semantic attributes of the element metadata 
stored in the metadata storage* 

11. The information extraction system according to Claim 
9 or 10, 

wherein the metadata comparison unit compares between 
viewpoints and between descriptions of the same topical thing 
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estimated by the topical thing estimation unit. 

12 . The information extraction system according to Claim 

1, 

wherein the viewpoint and description extraction rule 
includes a user viewpoint and description extraction rule which 
is a rule for specifying information on user who creates the 
text ; and 

the viewpoint and description extraction unit extracts 
user metadata which is element metadata related to the user 
information using the user viewpoint and description 
extraction rule* 

13 . The information extraction system according to Claim 

1, 

wherein the viewpoint and description extraction rule 
includes a source viewpoint and description extraction rule 
which is a rule for specifying source information that 
describes the bibliography of the text; and 

the viewpoint and description extraction unit extracts 
source metadata which is element metadata related to the source 
information using the source viewpoint and description 
extraction rule. 

14 . The information extraction system according to Claim 

9/ 

wherein the metadata comparison unit is further provided 
with an objectivity/reliability determination unit that 
determines objectivity and reliability of a viewpoint and a 
description using at least one of element metadata, user 
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metadata and source metadata, and an objectivity/reliability 
determination rule storage that stores an 

objectivity/reliability determination rule for determining 
the objectivity and the reliability of the viewpoint and the 
description, 

15, The information extraction system according to Claim 

wherein when the topical thing estimation unit estimates 
a topical thing of element metadata, it estimates the topical 
thing using at least one of source metadata and user metadata 
in addition to the element metadata stored in the metadata 
storage , 

16 , The information extraction system according to Claim 
14, further comprising: 

a metadata output format generator that arranges the 
metadata in a format of a table and generates a metadata tablel- 
and 

a metadata output unit that shows the generated metadata 
table to a user. 

17 . The information extraction system according to Claim 
16, further comprising: 

a user request processor that processes a request from 
a user, 

wherein the metadata output format generator generates 
a metadata table using metadata matched with the request from 
the user input via the user request processor. 

18- An infoDrraation extraction method, comprising: 
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a step for inputting a text; 

a step for referring to a viewpoint and description 
extraction rule for specifying a pair of a viewpoint of an 
expression described in the text and a description of the 
viewpoint; and 

a step for extracting the pair of the viewpoint and its 
description based upon at least one of a syntactic attribute 
and a semantic attribute added to a character string in the 
text input to an input unit using the viewpoint and description 
extraction rule as element metadata relating the pair. 
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